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are from families with incomes below the 
poverty line; and 

‘‘(B) that is having or expected to have dif-
ficulty filling teacher vacancies or hiring 
new teachers who are highly qualified. 

‘‘(4) The term ‘teacher center policy board’ 
means a teacher center policy board de-
scribed in subsection (f). 

‘‘(i) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
To carry out this section, there are author-
ized to be appropriated $100,000,000 for fiscal 
year 2007 and such sums as may be necessary 
for each of the 5 succeeding fiscal years.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents at section 2 of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
6301 et seq.) is amended by inserting after 
the item relating to section 2441 of such Act 
the following new items: 

‘‘PART E—TEACHER RETENTION 
‘‘Sec. 2501. Improving professional develop-

ment opportunities.’’. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 536—COM-
MENDING THE 25TH YEAR OF 
SERVICE IN THE FEDERAL JUDI-
CIARY BY WILLIAM W. WILKINS, 
CHIEF JUDGE OF THE UNITED 
STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR THE FOURTH CIRCUIT 
Mr. GRAHAM (for himself and Mr. 

DEMINT) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 536 

Whereas Chief Judge William W. Wilkins 
entered public service in 1967 as an officer in 
the United States Army, eventually earning 
the rank of Colonel in the United States 
Army Reserves; 

Whereas Chief Judge Wilkins served as the 
elected Solicitor in South Carolina and 
earned the reputation as a fearless pros-
ecuting attorney; 

Whereas, in 1981, newly-elected President 
Ronald Reagan appointed Chief Judge Wil-
kins as his first appointment as President to 
the position of United States District Judge 
for the District of South Carolina; 

Whereas, in 1985, President Reagan ap-
pointed Chief Judge Wilkins to be the first 
Chair of the United States Sentencing Com-
mission; 

Whereas, under the determined leadership 
of Chief Judge Wilkins, the Sentencing Com-
mission achieved major positive changes in 
the Federal criminal justice system; 

Whereas, in 1986, President Reagan ap-
pointed Chief Judge Wilkins to the position 
of Circuit Judge for the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit; 

Whereas, in 2003, Chief Judge Wilkins was 
elevated to the position of Chief Judge of the 
United States Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit; 

Whereas Chief Judge Wilkins has served as 
the Chair of the Criminal Law Committee of 
the Judicial Conference of the United States 
and, as of the date of approval of this resolu-
tion, serves as a member of this Conference; 
and 

Whereas Chief Judge Wilkins is a nation-
ally recognized jurist and is known for his 
scholarship, sharp wit, and unyielding alle-
giance to supporting and adhering to the 
rule of law: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate commends the 
25th year of service in the Federal judiciary 
and a lifetime of dedicated public service by 
William W. Wilkins, Chief Judge of the 
United States Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 537—SUP-
PORTING THE NATIONAL SEX-
UAL ASSAULT HOTLINE AND 
COMMENDING THE HOTLINE FOR 
COUNSELING AND SUPPORTING 
MORE THAN 1,000,000 CALLERS 

Mr. BIDEN (for himself and Mr. 
SPECTER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 537 

Whereas it is estimated that a sexual as-
sault occurs every 2.5 minutes in the United 
States and more than 200,000 people in the 
United States each year are victims of sex-
ual assault; 

Whereas 1 of every 6 women and 1 of every 
33 men in the United States have been vic-
tims of rape or attempted rape, according to 
the Department of Justice; 

Whereas the Uniform Crime Reports of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation rank rape 
second only to murder in the hierarchy of 
violent crimes; 

Whereas research suggests that sexual as-
sault victims who receive counseling are 
more likely to report the assault to the po-
lice and to participate in the prosecution of 
the offender; 

Whereas, in June 2006, the National Sexual 
Assault Hotline (referred to in this preamble 
as ‘‘Hotline’’) helped its 1,000,000th caller; 

Whereas the Hotline operates 24 hours per 
day, 365 days per year, offering important, 
free, and confidential crisis intervention, 
support, information, and referrals for vic-
tims of sexual assault and their friends and 
families; 

Whereas the Hotline was created by the 
Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network (re-
ferred to in this preamble as ‘‘RAINN’’), a 
non-profit corporation, the headquarters of 
which are located in Washington, D.C.; 

Whereas the Hotline answered its first call 
on July 27, 1994, and operated solely with pri-
vate funds for the first 10 years the Hotline 
was in existence; 

Whereas RAINN continues to operate the 
Hotline today, in partnership with 1,100 local 
rape crisis centers in the 50 States and the 
District of Columbia and with over 10,000 
trained volunteers and staff, and in collabo-
ration with coalitions against sexual assault 
in each of the 50 States; 

Whereas the Hotline helps an average of 
11,000 people each month and in 2005 helped 
137,039 women, men, and children across the 
Nation; 

Whereas the public education and outreach 
undertaken by RAINN and local rape crisis 
centers have increased public awareness of 
sexual violence and contributed to a 58-per-
cent decline in crimes of sexual violence 
since 1993; 

Whereas the Hotline has experienced a sig-
nificant increase in call volume as public 
awareness of sexual violence has grown, with 
calls to the Hotline increasing by 43 percent 
since 2003; 

Whereas millions of Americans have 
learned of the services available through the 
Hotline, thanks to the public service pro-
motion contributed by every national broad-
cast television network, a dozen cable net-
works, and more than 1,000 radio stations, 
newspapers, and magazines; and 

Whereas the Hotline serves as an out-
standing example of a successful partnership 
between the Federal Government, the pri-
vate sector, and individuals: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the National Sexual Assault 

Hotline; and 

(2) commends the National Sexual Assault 
Hotline for counseling and supporting more 
than 1,000,000 callers. 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I speak 
today to submit a resolution with my 
good friend and chairman of the Judici-
ary Committee, Senator SPECTER. Our 
resolution recognizes and commends 
the National Sexual Assault Hotline 
for counseling and helping more than 1 
million callers. One of the most telling 
statistics since passage of the Violence 
Against Women Act in 1994 is the num-
ber of individuals reporting rape to the 
authorities. Almost half—42 percent of 
rape victims are now stepping forward 
and reporting these heinous crimes to 
the authorities, while prior to 2002, 
only 31 percent reported their attacks. 
Each number represents a brave victim 
who steps forward and says out loud 
that she has been raped. For years, 
rape was a crime of shame. Our society 
blamed the victim. Police, lawyers, and 
judges focused on her conduct—what 
did she wear? where was she walking? 
was she drinking alcohol? Slowly but 
surely, we are working to change soci-
etal attitudes about rape and improve 
our criminal justice system to encour-
age reporting and prosecution of rapes, 
whether committed by the neighbor 
next door or a stranger in an alley. 

A critical partner in our fight to end 
sexual assault has been the National 
Sexual Assault Hotline operated by 
RAINN, the Rape, Abuse and Incest Na-
tional Network. RAINN created this 
toll-free telephone hotline—1–800–656– 
HOPE—in 1994 and manages it with 
1,100 local affiliates in 50 States, and 
the District of Columbia. Victims from 
across the country can telephone the 
Hotline and receive confidential, 
trained expertise from experienced pro-
fessionals with the assistance of over 
10,000 volunteers. In June 2006, the Hot-
line received its millionth call since it 
answered its first call in 1994. In 2005 
alone, the Hotline helped 137,039 indi-
viduals, an average of 11,420 people a 
month. 

The National Sexual Assault Hotline 
is truly a national treasure. It helps in-
dividuals and families recover from a 
horrendous violation. It provides a safe 
haven for victims to talk about the 
crime, and offers referrals on local psy-
chological and physical help. A call to 
the National Sexual Assault Hotline is 
often the first step towards justice for 
a victim. Research shows that victims 
who receive counseling are signifi-
cantly more likely to report the as-
sault, and more likely to fully partici-
pate in the prosecution. Every 2.5 min-
utes, another American is sexually as-
saulted. We are fortunate to have the 
hotline there to answer victims’ calls 
for help and healing. The hotline’s vol-
unteers are doing God’s work, and de-
serve our gratitude. I am proud to rise 
with my good friend from Pennsylvania 
to introduce a resolution marking the 
hotline’s millionth call and commemo-
rating the hotline’s tremendous work 
to help America’s families and make 
our streets safer. 
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